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About Centre for Living Organ Donation

Created by Ajmera Transplant Centre in 
2018 to improve access to living organ 
donation for people who need a life-
saving kidney or liver transplant and 
those who want to give a 
transformative gift of life. 
We raise awareness, provide education 
and support, and promote research.
Supported by UHN Foundation and our 
generous donors

Brendan Cahill shares his “transformational experience” after 
donating one of his kidneys to a stranger to help his wife 
Joanne. (Photo: UHN)

http://www.livingorgandonation.ca/


#LDW2021

http://www.livingdonationweek.ca/


• National competition co-sponsored by Ajmera Transplant Centre & 
Canadian Society of Transplantation

• Top 3 submissions will receive:
• $25,000 each to cover costs associated with further research, pilot testing or scaling 

the proposed project; 
• Mentorship and support from our distinguished faculty of educators, transplant 

researchers, and kidney and liver disease specialists. 



Submissions are open to members of the Canadian Society of Transplantation (CST). 
Non-members such as fellows, trainees and others working or studying in a related 
field may participate if sponsored by a CST member in good standing. If you don’t 
know a CST member, contact Centre for Living Organ Donation!



SUBMISSION FORM

1. CST membership
2. Project title & authors
3. Lead author contact info
4. Pitch short description
5. Link to video pitch
6. 1 page description <|>

7. Optional graphic <|>

8. Optional headshot <|>

9. Presenter biosketches <|>

10. Questions/CommentsSubmit online at bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch

https://bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch
http://bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch


Pitch 
Competition 

Award Criteria

• Importance – is the topic timely? Does it address an unmet need or gap in knowledge or gap in 
knowledge, care or education? Is it a priority for living kidney or living liver donation or 
transplantation?

• Contribution – does the project or research advance our understanding of the topic? Is it new or 
innovative? Could the findings lead to significant improvements in awareness, access to services, 
patient care or living donor experience?

• Clarity – Is the research or proposed project presented in an engaging way? Is it described clearly 
and succinctly? Is there a logical link between research question/goals, methods/activities and 
(anticipated) findings/outcomes?

• Feasibility – Are limitations and implications well described? Is the workplan reasonable/doable? 
Are potential barriers addressed? Are sustainability and replicability considered?

• Popular Support – Submissions will be posted on Centre for Living Organ Donation’s YouTube 
Channel starting Sep 3. YouTube likes (thumbs up) will be considered in shortlisting & final scores. 



Pitch 
Competition 
Judges’
Panel



2020 Pitch 
Competition

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anfhq5tjJ1Q


Timeline
Sep 1   - Submission deadline

Sep 3  - Pitches (video & backgrounder) posted on bit.ly/givelifeuhnYT

- Voting for best submission/wildcard pitch entry opens

Sep 9   - Live Pitch Competition Shortlist (~7) announced

Sep 15 - Likes tallied. Wildcard entry announced (if not already on shortlist)

Sep 17 - Live Pitch Competition (Zoom / Livestreamed on YT) 

- Those making pitch will be sent Zoom login information

- Others encouraged to register on givelifeuhn.eventbrite.ca

Winning entries profiled at CST events; social media; newsletters etc.



Tips

VIDEO SUBMISSION
• If using phone to record video 

consider landscape ratio (turn the 
phone horizontally) for best viewing 
on YT

• Film in a room with no fans, air 
conditioner hum, fridge hum etc. 

• Be mindful of your background. 
Ensure there is nothing behind you 
that will distract from you message. 

• Choose solid colours for your 
wardrobe but avoid solid black or 
solid white. Do not wear clothes 
with logos or copyrighted artwork.

• Film in well-lit location.

BACKGROUNDER & OTHER DOCS
• Address criteria. Use headings
• Use clear language. Avoid jargon
• Limit backgrounder to 1 page (500 

words)
• Keep bios succinct and promo 

friendly
• Optional graphics and headshots 

will help promote the event and 
your presentation

• Submit by deadline (Sep 1)
• Ask questions if something is not 

clear!

PITCH COMPETITION
• Get in the spirit of the event – promote your submission to your 

networks (email, Twitter, LinkedIN, TikTok?) and encourage your 
colleagues/fans to LIKE it and register for live session

• Check out last year’s entries and live Pitch Competition for 
inspiration and information on what to expect/do/avoid



Sample Submission

LDWPitch Competition 2020 Playlist

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs3LVkNJwmNvpWehZ83GpoGxtppRdbjI7


Join, Share, 
Celebrate!

1. Register for free session

2. Share your story on social media 
& tag us

3. Live tweet or post about what 
you are watching or learning

4. Send donor, recipient or 
caregiver free personalized 
ecard featuring last year’s 
gratitude art on USEUM 
bit.ly/givelifeuhnTx

5. Get inspired and inspire others! 
#LDW2021 
www.livingdonationweek.ca

Questions?



Contact Us

• The Centre for Living Organ Donation
Ajmera Transplant Centre, TGH                                                                
University Health Network                                   
Toronto ON

• Phone: 416 340 5400
Email: livingorgandonation@uhn.ca
Website: www.livingorgandonation.ca

bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch

mailto:livingorgandonation@uhn.ca
http://www.livingorgandonation.ca/
https://bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch
https://bit.ly/LDW2021Pitch
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